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Whilst the evidence appears to include a number of clinical trials, only one of these assessed 
the health effects; the remainder reported only on safety, tolerance, and infant growth.  PHS 
queries if this is enough evidence to substantiate beneficial role in normal growth and 
development.  
 
PHS acknowledges it is not defined in the Ministerial Policy Guideline on the Regulation of Infant 
Formula Products (2011) the level of evidence required to substantiate benefit, but it is 
expected this will be clarified as part of the review of A1155.    
 
PHS requests that these new HiMO and their combinations be included as part of the 
review of A1155 to determine if the level of evidence for a beneficial role in normal growth 
and development can be substantiated.   
 
PHS supports the need to maintain prohibition on labelling for nutrition content claims and 
health claims and supports the prohibited representations outlined in 2.9.1-24 (1) (ca) 
prohibits the use of the words ‘human milk oligosaccharide’, ‘human milk identical 
oligosaccharide’ or any word or words having the same or similar effect. In addition, PHS 
supports paragraph 2.9.1—24(1)(cb) prohibits the use of the abbreviations ‘HMO’ or 
‘HiMO’ or any abbreviation having the same or similar effect. 
 
 
Summary 
 
Public Health Services is concerned about extending permissions for the addition of HMOs 
or the combination of HMOs with other ingredients to infant formula products if it does 
not provide a beneficial role in normal growth and development. Adding substances to infant 
formula that provides minimal benefit (and presumably add to the cost) is misleading to 
caregivers of formula fed infants. FSANZ has noted from their literature review to inform 
P1028 that caregivers preferred longer ingredient lists, as they were perceived to be more 
nutritionally complete (FSANZ 2022). There is a risk that the addition of HiMO to infant 
formula products will be perceived as ‘beneficial’ simply because they have been added. It is 
important that the evidence is clear of their beneficial role in normal growth and 
development to warrant their addition.  
 
 
 




