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It is noted that a previous application for the use of industrial hemp as a novel food
was rejected by ANZFSC in May 2002. At that time, Ministers decided to retain the
total prohibition on the use of industrial hemp as a novel food because they believed
that the use of hemp in food may send a confused message to consumers about the
acceptability and safety of the high THC cannabis. There were also concerns about
law enforcement issues, particularly from a policing perspective as there would be
difficulties in visually distinguishing between high THC cannabis and low THC
industrial hemp products. These issues and concerns are still relevant a decade later
and are exacerbated by the emergence of synthetic cannabinoids.

There has been an increasing number of people experiencing harmful side effects
from smoking “legal” herbal mixtures containing synthetic cannabinoids. These
mixtures are reported by some users to have effects similar to those of cannabis and
are considered to be a “legal” cannabis substitute. These mixtures are commonly
sold as incense.

Synthetic cannabinoids do not have any legitimate therapeutic use and the potential
psychological and physiological harms of consuming these substances are unknown.
Western Australia banned seven synthetic cannabinoids in June 2011 that were
marketed and sold as a ‘legal’ alternative to cannabis. The Federal Government
followed by banning eight synthetic cannabinoids in July 2011. A further 14 synthetic
cannabinoids were added to Schedule 9 of the Poisons Act 1964 (WA) in August
2011.

On 1 February 2012, the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) delegate
confirmed that eight groups of synthetic cannabinoids and a group entry for all
synthetic cannabinomimetics will be added to Schedule 9 on 1 May 2012.

The Expert Advisory Committee to the TGA recommended that no cut-off to
unscheduled be allowed for lower concentrations in any of the entries due to the wide
variability in the potency of different synthetic cannabinoids and the difficulty to
enforce as police would be required to undertake complex quantitative analysis to
ascertain the legal status of a product.
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In WA for the period 2011-12 there are seven commercial licenses issued under the
Industrial Hemp Act 2004 for the cultivation of low THC industrial hemp, none of
which are for presently food production. It is understood one of these licenses is due

to expire.

Please consider the following comments in response to the questions raised in the
assessment report. It should be noted that most of the questions asked deal with
issues that are beyond the scope of the normal day to day operations of the
Department of Health Food Unit

Question related to the safety of hemp foods — maximum THC levels in the

Code

o No comment

Questions related to distinguishing between hemp and cannabis seeds

o No comment

remain viable?

o No comment

Questions related to drug testing

o No comment

o No comment
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stralia and New Zealand? For
ntly used? Can you provide
( /se costs of conductmg

What saliva THC tests
the tests, what levels f
mformatlon on th
these tests?

o No comment

o No comment

Ieve!s of,THC ,

o No comment

WoUId\;a’dditi\ “
levels in hemp foods

o No comment

Advice sought by FSANZ related to the impact analysis

stralia and New

o No comment

Thank you for considering the above comments and information. Should you wish to
discuss any of these comments please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards
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