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animal health requirements and control of agricultural and veterinary chemicals. It would also ensure a 

consistent national approach to these elements for meat and dairy. Currently, States are responsible for 

aspects of these elements – and without a national standard, consistent implementation is difficult. This 

may mean that a dairy producer providing milk in one state and meat into another state, may have 

different requirements for the same food safety elements. 

The inconsistent application of standards across states is particularly relevant for bobby calves. Most calf 

processors are in Victoria, and subject to Victorian standards. Calves are sourced from Victoria, SA and 

NSW for the calf supply chain. Producers in different states can be potentially disadvantaged when one 

state requires different standards to be met.  

Option 3 is unlikely to have any additional costs associated with the implementation as the move to 

national standards at farm level would mean  most producers would continue to operate as they do 

currently to meet the requirements of LPA and export abattoirs. 
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