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www.foodstandards.govt.nz   
154 Featherston St, Wellington 6011, New Zealand 
PO Box 10559, The Terrace, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 

 

          

 

From: Barbara Butow    
Sent: Wednesday, 6 November 2019 6:55 PM 
To: Microbiology and Biotechnology Section   
Subject: FW: hello and idea for joint workshop 2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Hi  - can you pls have a bit of a think about what we’d like to focus on at the proposed Micro/Bitoech 
workshop in May with NZ Food Safety.  As Fiona says, the topics are broad – what would we want to focus 
on from a regulatory science point of view?  We can discuss at next week’s section meeting.  Also, I’ll be 
looking for some help (volunteers pls ) with logistics/organising. 
 
Thanks 
 
Barb 
 

From: Barbara Butow  
Sent: Wednesday, 6 November 2019 4:52 PM 
To: 'Fiona Thomson‐Carter'   
Cc: Andrew Pearson  ; Scott Crerar  ; Zoe Clark 

 
Subject: RE: hello and idea for joint workshop 2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Sounds like a plan, will gather some thoughts set up a time for a brief t/c in the coming weeks.  
 
Cheers 
 
Barbara 
 

From: Fiona Thomson‐Carter    
Sent: Wednesday, 6 November 2019 12:36 PM 
To: Barbara Butow   
Cc: Andrew Pearson  ; Scott Crerar  ; Zoe Clark 

 
Subject: RE: hello and idea for joint workshop 2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Good afternoon Barbara, 
 
Thanks for the email.  
 
We should certainly be able to block some time out w/c 4 th May 2020, Zoe, cc‐ed, can help to coordinate. It would 
be good to teleconference/Skype well in advance of that meeting to discuss what we want to meet about and which 
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agencies need to be there based on regulatory need or scientific expertise. The subject matter – biotechnology and 
microbiological risk assessment are quite broad topics and while we may have for instance, discussed CRISPR/Cas9 
etc previously we may want to consider other new tech such as WGS and environmental DNA analysis.  
 
Happy to discuss and let’s set up a meeting to do so. 
 
Nga mihi, 
 
Fiona   
 

From: Barbara Butow    
Sent: Tuesday, 5 November 2019 6:08 PM 
To: Fiona Thomson‐Carter   
Cc: Andrew Pearson  ; Scott Crerar   
Subject: RE: hello and idea for joint workshop 2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
All good here thanks – especially now summer is on its way. 
 
Glad to hear that you’re keen on the workshop idea too… I’ll also contact  
and .  In terms of extending the invitation further, were you thinking in terms of other 
government agencies or academia, industry too ?  This could also be do-able, but would be a much bigger 
production and not really amenable for the small FSANZ office in Wellington.  In which case we could also 
hold a separate, less formal MPI-FSANZ meeting/workshop ?   
 
Re timing – I just found a hitch with the suggested timing (Lisa, our GM team leader will be at an OECD 
meeting then) and as April is full of school and public hols (Easter etc) , I suggest we move the workshop to 
May – so now looking at the week starting May 4th.   We are also due for our next ANZSF meeting in 
March (a 2 day F2F in Canberra) but no date has been settled for that yet. 
 
Although this all a bit of a way off, we can start putting together a bit of an outline and can bounce this 
between us to shape up an agenda for the workshop.  How about a half day micro and half day biotech 
meeting? Or if you think there’s enough we could do a day on each (bit resource intensive though). We had 
a t/c with Andy and  today to discuss our respective primary produce risk ranking work and 
agreed that this would be a good topic for in-depth discussion at the workshop (comparing and contrasting 
methodologies). 
 
Happy to take on board your ideas and thoughts 
 
Bye for now 
 
Barbara 
 

From: Fiona Thomson‐Carter    
Sent: Tuesday, 5 November 2019 11:01 AM 
To: Barbara Butow   
Cc: Andrew Pearson   
Subject: RE: hello and idea for joint workshop 2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Kia ora Barbara, 
 
How are you today? 
 
Nice to “meet” last week, I think the vidcon was very useful and worked well. 
 
The workshop sounds like a great idea, have cc‐ed Andy, Manager Risk Assessment for his information. It could be 
good to discuss the new technologies and their regulatory implications and we could extend invitations to other 
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original message and attachments. Thank you.  
 
The Ministry for Primary Industries accepts no responsibility for changes 
made to this email or to any attachments after transmission from the office. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This email message and any attachment(s) is intended solely for the addressee(s) 
named above. The information it contains may be classified and may be legally 
privileged. Unauthorised use of the message, or the information it contains, 
may be unlawful. If you have received this message by mistake please call the 
sender immediately on 64 4 8940100 or notify us by return email and erase the 
original message and attachments. Thank you.  
 
The Ministry for Primary Industries accepts no responsibility for changes 
made to this email or to any attachments after transmission from the office. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 




