























after 3 months daily ingestion).

2. A level of 20 ppm is in line with international standards. This will give a level
of international uniformity with established European CODEX (2008) and the
proposed North American standard set out by the FDA.

It is important that we have a definition of gluten free that is primarily safe for
patients most at-risk of medical iliness from gluten exposure (ie. people with coeliac
disease) and also achievable in commercial food manufacturing processes. A level
of 20 ppm will achieve both these goals. It is also essential that the term “gluten
free” be retained as it is used internationally in the medical profession as the
treatment for coeliac disease.

| am happy to be contacted if any further information is required.

Yours sincerely,

Chair, Medical Advisory Committee, Coeliac Australia

Head of Coeliac Disease Research Group, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute
Gastroenterologist, Coeliac Clinic, The Royal Melbourne and Box Hill Hospitals
Consultant, ImmusanT Inc.
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Dear Mr Fletcher

Thank you for your letter of 26 July 2010 seeking the view of the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) on the establishinent of a clinical advisory group to make
recommendations about the level of gluten allowed in products which make a gluten free
claim on [abels. I note that you also attached a letter from the Coeliac Society of Australia in
which concerns are raised that international best practice for guten-labelling is not being
adopted in Australia. T understand that these concerns have also been raised with the
Australia and New Zealand Food Regulation Ministerial Council and the Council of
Australian Governinents (COAG) independent committee Review of Food Labelling Law
and Policy.

The ACCC is responsible for promoting compliance with and enforcing the Trade Practices
Act 1974 (the Act). The object of the Act is to enhance the welfare of Australians through the
promotion of competition and fair trading and the provision for consumer protection. In
particular, the Act prohibits corporations from engaging in conduct which is misieading or
deceptive or likely to mislead or deceive and also contains a number of specific prohibitions
against the making of false representations.

Labelling and advertising must comply with the Act, and the Act does not prescribe the use
or defimition of particular terins.

The ACCC considers that generally “free’ claims mean ‘no presence of® and that courts have
held that the word ‘free’ has particularly strong attraction and unless qualified, is likely to
produce error, For example in Nafionwide News Pty Ltd v ACCC (1996) 71 FCR 215 the
court stated that the word ‘free’ is ‘rich and diverse in mneaning’ and: ‘the magnetism of the
word free’ ought to be appropriately qualified.

| The Australian New Zealand Food Standards Code (the Code) is administered by Food
Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ). The Code prescribes a number of labelling
requirements for food products sold in Australia, including mandatory disclosure of certain
information. FSANZ may be an appropriate body to also assist with the proposed clinical



advisory group. FSANZ may be contacied on the following details:

www.foodstandards.gov.au

PO Box 7186
Canberra BC ACT 2610
Ausiralia

Ph: 02 6271 2222

Having said this, the ACCC would be inferested in the progress of the establishment of any
clinical advisory group on the issue and could potentially assist that group, once formed, by
providing information on the application of the Act to food labels.

I trust this information is of some assistance. Please contact Ebony McNatly on
{02) 6243 1373 for further information.

Yours sincerely

Chief Executive Officer





